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CIDREE EXPERT MEETING 

September, 29 and 30, Utrecht 

Experiences with a contemporary curriculum in visual arts and, how it contributes to 21st-

century needs and skills 

The expert meeting will review the position and approach of visual arts education in the education of every 
child (4-18), against the background of the developing of 21

st
- century needs and skills. We would like to gather 

an overview of the standards arts teachers use and, how these standards are implemented, what issues 
teachers deal with in the participating countries, and how the curricula support students to develop 
competences 

 
During this expert meeting we will discuss the differences and the similarities in the position and approaches of 
visual arts education and create an overview of curricula in visual arts education. As curricula can be 
represented in various forms, the focus in this meeting will be on the implemented curricula. The key question 
is: what's the enacted practice in the classroom and how do teachers 'deliver' this? We especially want to 
discuss the role of the 21

st
 century needs and skills in the visual arts curriculum and the quality of the enacted 

programs. We will discuss how visual arts education can foster the creative and innovative capacity of 
individuals to cultivate a new generation of creative citizens. What does the student, what does the teacher 
and what are the results in terms of quality?  
 
Expected outcome 

 A summary of the position and approach of visual arts education in the participating countries 

 Overview of similarities and differences in intended curricula and the way these are enacted, based on 
the curricular components 

 Review of 21
st

 century needs and skills in the enacted curriculum of visual art and discussion about the 
quality of outcomes (attained curriculum).  

 
For the program see next pages 
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PROGRAM CIDREE EXPERT MEETING: September, 29 and 30, Utrecht 
Experiences with a contemporary curriculum in visual arts and, how it contributes to 21st-century needs 

and skills 

Thursday, September 29 SLO Utrecht, Lange Viestraat 371 (fifth floor), Utrecht (room 2) 

9:30 – 10:00  Arrival and welcoming with coffee and tea 

10:00 – 10:30 Opening session and introductions 

1) Position and approach of visual arts education in each of the countries: 
presentation of each of the countries 

10:30 – 10:45 (NL) Viola van Lanschot Hubrecht & Marjo Berendsen 
Autonomy and diversity in the Dutch curriculum 

10:45 – 11:00 (BA) Danica Vasilj 

11:00 – 11:15 (FR) Jean-Charles Chabanne & Laurence Espinassy 
The balance between (specific) content-driven and (cross-disciplinary) 
competence-driven curricula; 2) find a way to a better integration of VA in 
the curriculum while preserving its specificity. 

11:30 – 11:45 (IE) Fred Boss 
Visual Arts in Education in Ireland (0 - 18 years) 

11:45 – 12:00 (SI) Marjan Prevodnik 
The situation and challenges of Visual Arts Education in Slovenia from 
Kindergarten to Secondary schools for students age 2 – 18 years  (provision,  
specific aspects, …). 

12.00 – 12:15 (SC) Ron Cowie 
Traditional Scottish values in the modern world. 

12:15 – 12:45 Discussion and conclusion 

12.45 – 13.45 Lunch – SLO Utrecht 

2) The intended curricula and the way these are enacted  
presentation of each of the countries  
Presentation = 20', clarifying questions = 10' 

13:45 – 14:15 (NL) Viola van Lanschot Hubrecht & Marjo Berendsen 
From global core objectives in primary education to specific attainment 
targets in secondary education 

14:15 -  14:45 (BA) Danica Vasilj 

14:45 – 15:15  (FR) Jean-Charles Chabanne & Laurence Espinassy 

French curricula strive to foster project based pedagogy, respecting a balance 
between hands-on practices of the arts, genuine encounters with art and 
artworks, and reflective abilities and knowledge about art(s). Giving students 
experience of the arts as much as an autonomous critical practice of art(s). 

coffee and tea break  
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15:30 – 16:00 (IE) Fred Boss 
Current Developments in Art Education in Ireland at Junior and Senior Cycle 
(12 - 18 years) 

16:00 – 16:30 (SI) Marjan Prevodnik 
A single study case of how ''intended curricula is realised'' in Slovenia (aims, 
objectives, assessment, teacher role …). 

16:30 – 17:00 (SC) Ron Cowie 
Visual arts education in Scotland is seen as a continuum from 3-18 through 
the lens of Curriculum for Excellence (CfE). Intended learning and skills 
development is encapsulated within the experiences and outcomes of the 
broad general education (BGE), from the ages of 3-15. Young people then 
begin to undertake national qualifications courses in the senior phase (ages 
15-18). 

17:00 – 17:30  round table discussion and conclusions 

19:15 Dinner  
Brasserie Goeie Louisa 
(Entrance opposite of) Springweg 46, Utrecht 

http://www.karelv.nl/nl/route-en-parkeren/route-en-bereikbaarheid-
auto/ 

 

 

 

 

PROGRAM CIDREE EXPERT MEETING: September, 29 and 30, Utrecht 
Experiences with a contemporary curriculum in visual arts and, how it contributes to 21st-century needs 

and skills 

Friday, September 30 SLO Utrecht, Lange Viestraat 371 (fifth floor), Utrecht (room 2) 

9:00 – 09:30  Welcoming with coffee and tea 

09:30 – 10:00 Where did we get to yesterday?  
Viola van Lanschot Hubrecht and Marjo Berendsen 

3) 21st century needs and skills in the enacted curriculum of visual art 
presentation of each of the countries 

 

10:00 – 11:15 21
st

 century skills, statement and explanation  all (5 minutes each country) 

 To what extent are the 21
st

 century skills an issue in your country? 

 What is the meaning of the 21
st

 century skills in your country? And 
what is seen as the contribution of visual arts to those skills?  

 How are art teachers prepared or preparing themselves to work 
with these skills?  

11:10 – 12:00  Round table discussion based on the statements  

The Netherlands: Creativity, or the creative process, as a base for visual arts 
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is useful, but at the same time a risk, because it narrows the perspective. 

Bosnia and Herzegovina 

In France, the main challenge is to implement an ambitious curriculum in Art 
and Cultural Education, well backed by both ministers of Education and 
Culture, but one concern is especially to counter the unnoticed competition 
between "History of the Arts" (a freshly emerging cross-disciplinary school 
subject), and Art education specific teaching, eager to root art education in 
authentic practice of art 

Slovenia. Why could a so called visual and/or artistic literacy be one of a key 
educational paradigms in the next three decades (personal approach and 
definition). 

 

Ireland 
The approach to the integration of 21st Century Skills in Ireland 

Scotland. Curriculum for excellence is clear about its aim to develop 
‘successful learners, confident individuals, effective contributors and 
responsible citizens’. It provides a framework for teachers to design learning, 
teaching  and assessment but it doesn’t address specific questions in relation 
to visual arts education, such as: 

1. What are the skills needed for the 21st Century that can be developed through 
visual arts education? 

2. To what extent is the ‘traditional’ approach relevant to 21st Century education 
and should it continue to dominate as it has done for 50 years? 

3. What do we mean by a visual arts curriculum and does it include design? 
4. If it includes design, and by inference ‘design thinking’, how can a cross-

curriculum component like this be taught coherently? 
5. Is the purpose of a visual arts curriculum to develop ‘practical’ skills that can be 

used in the modern business workplace, as part of the creative industries 
economy (e.g. digital design, digital games design, fashion design, product 
design, jewellery, ceramics, public sculpture and installation) or is its purpose to 
develop young people as aesthetically aware producers and consumers, able to 
use and appreciate the visual arts to contribute to their health and wellbeing? 

12:00 – 12:30 Reflections and closing session 

12.30 – 13.30  Lunch – SLO Utrecht 

13.30  Close 
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Participants 

The 
Netherlands 

Netherlands Institute for 
Curriculum Development (SLO) 

Viola van Lanschot Hubrecht 
v.vanlanschothubrecht@slo.nl 
Marjo Berendsen 
m.berendsen@slo.nl 
Evelien Veltman 
e.veltman@slo.nl 

National Coordinator: Jan Berkvens 
j.berkvens@slo.nl 

Bosnia and 
Herzegovina 

Agency for Pre-Primary, 
Primary and Secondary 
Education APOSO  

Danica Vasilj 
danica.vasilj@aposo.gov.ba 
danica.vasilj7@gmail.com 

National Coordinator: Adrijana novak-juka 
E-mail: adrijana.novak-juka@aposo.gov.ba 

France Ens de Lyon Jean-Charles Chabanne 
jean-charles.chabanne@ens-lyon.fr 
Laurence Espinassy  
laurence.espinassy@univ-amu.fr 

National Coordinator: Séverine BRESCIANI 
severine.bresciani@ens-lyon.fr 

Ireland National Council for Curriculum 
and Assessment - NCCA 

Fred Boss 
Fred.Boss@ncca.ie 

National Coordinator: Barry Slattery 
barry.slattery@ncca.ie  

Scotland Education Scotland Ron Cowie 
Ron.Cowie@educationscotland.gsi.gov.uk 

National Coordinator: Jennifer Moore 
Jennifer.Moore@educationscotland.gsi.gov.uk 

Slovenia The National Institute of 
Education 

 

Marjan Prevodnik 
Marjan.Prevodnik@zrss.si 

National Coordinator: Brigita Žarkovič – Adlešič 
Brigita.Zarkovic-Adlesic@zrss.si 
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